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Arvoisa vastaanottaja! 

 
Alkuvuosi on saanut ennenkuulumattoman lähdön. Kansainvälinen  

politiikka ja diplomatia on kovalla koetuksella. 

GEOPOLITIIKKA 

*Kanadan pääministeri Mark Carney pääsi perjantaina (16.1.2026) Kiinan  

kanssa niin sanottuun "merkittävään" kauppasopimukseen irtautumalla 

Yhdysvalloista luodakseen uuden kauppasuhteen maiden välille. Linkki 2 

* Grönlannin valtauksella on uhkana "monumentaalinen" seuraus,  

Islannin entinen presidentti varoittaa. "Tällä hetkellä ei ole suoraa, selkeää ja 

ilmeistä uhkaa Venäjältä ja Kiinasta arktisella alueella", sanoo Olafur Grimsson, 

Islannin pitkäaikaisin presidentti vuosina 1996–2016. Linkki 4 

* Yhdysvaltain geopolitiikka on vajoamassa hulluuteen ja henkilökulttiin! 

Yhdysvaltalainen analyytikko Scott Ritter esittää purevan kritiikin Yhdysvaltojen 

geopolitiikasta. Entinen YK:n asetarkastaja uskoo presidentti Trumpin 

johdattavan Yhdysvaltoja kuiluun: "Näemme Trumpin käyttävän hyväkseen 

ihmiskunnan heikkouksia,” hän sanoo. Linkki 12 

* The Grayzonen päätoimittaja Max Blumenthal käsittelee haastattelussa 

Yhdysvaltojen hyökkäystä Venezuelaan ja sitä seurannutta sopimusten 

tekemistä, ryöstöä ja oikeusvaltion hylkäämistä. Linkki 12 

* Ian Welsh kirjoittaa, että dollarin rooli globaaleissa valuuttavarannoissa  

on hiipumassa. Yhdysvaltain dollari on laskenut 50 prosentista 

valuuttavarannoista 40 prosenttiin. Linkki 15 

MITÄ IHMETTÄ SAKSASSA TAPAHTUU? 

 

* Valtiovarainministeri Friedrich Merz toivoo rauhaa Venäjän kanssa. ”Rauhan ja 

vapauden on palattava Eurooppaan. On välttämätöntä löytää kompromissi 

Venäjän kanssa.” Näin hän sanoi kauppakamarien uudenvuodenvastaanotolla 

Hallessa. Linkki 3 

* CDU:n ulkopolitiikan asiantuntijan Roderich Kiesewetterin mukaan  

Saksan tulisi harkita osallistumista eurooppalaiseen ydinaseverkostoon. 



Prikaatikenraali Frank Pieper sano: "Saksa tarvitsee omat ydinaseensa. Ja 

ensisijaisesti liikkuvia taktisia ydinaseita.” Hän korostaa, että ajatukset ovat 

hänen henkilökohtaisia ja yksityisiä. Linkit 7 ja 8 

SUOMEN OLISI KORKEA AIKA TUKEA GAZAN TILANNETTA! 

 

* Äärimmäisen kylmyyden vuoksi ihmisiä, joilla ei ole riittävää suojaa kuolee, 

kun Israel jatkaa avun ja kriittisten tarvikkeiden toimituksen estämistä 

aseleposopimuksen vastaisesti.  

* Tohtori Ahmed Muhanna ja hänen kollegansa kohtaavat uuden hyökkäyksen, 

kun tuhoutunut terveydenhuoltojärjestelmä taistelee selviytyäkseen tautiaallosta 

ja ehkäistävissä olevista kuolemista.  

* Lokakuun "tulitauon" jälkeen keskimäärin viisi palestiinalaista on tapettu joka 

päivä. Linkit 5, 6 ja 14 

MIELENILMAUKSIA 

* Suuri naisten mielenosoitus Ankarassa. Naisten elämään, vapauksiin ja 

saavutettuihin oikeuksiin kohdistuvien hyökkäysten syventyessä päivä päivältä 

naiset menivät Ankaran kaduille vihamielistä politiikkaa vastaan. Linkki 10 

* Naiset osoittivat mieltään Caracasissa Venezuelassa osoittaakseen tukensa 

maan hallitukselle ja vaatiakseen presidentti Nicolás Maduron ja hänen vaimonsa 

Cilia Floresin pikaista vapauttamista. Linkki 16 

 

* Afrikan valtiot, yhteiskunnalliset liikkeet, ammattiliitot ja poliittiset puolueet 

ovat vastanneet voimakkaasti  USA:n toimintaan ja ilmaisseet samalla 

solidaarisuutta ja tukea Venezuelan kansalle. Linkki 17 

 

UKRAINA 

 

* Venäjän Oreshnik-rakettien käyttö oli vastaus lännen kolmeen viimeaikaiseen 

provokaatioon. Linkki 9 

* Stephen Bryen, entinen Yhdysvaltain puolustusministerin alivaltiosihteeri 

kirjoittaa uutiskirjeessään Weapons and Strategy mm.: "Halukkaiden koalition 

jäsenten tiistaina (6.1.2026) allekirjoittama Pariisin sopimus, jonka 

tarkoituksena on tarjota Ukrainalle turvallisuus- ja taloustakeita, on outo 

sopimus. Jos se otetaan vakavasti, se saa venäläiset muuttamaan strategiaansa 

Ukrainassa, mikä tarkoittaa, että venäläiset saattavat hyvinkin päättää yrittää 

vallata koko Ukrainan.” Linkki 11 

Tässä talvipäivien kuuntelu- ja lukuhetkiin vähän lisää materiaalia. 

 

- Olof Palmes kongresstal om utrikes- och säkerhetspolitik 17.9.1984 



”... Precis som i umgänget mellan människor måste det finnas regler för 

umgänget mellan nationerna. Vi kan inte acceptera en djungelns lag, en 

maktens lag, på det internationella området. Vi måste ha en folkrätt där 

alla stater är lika inför lagen och där alla stater måste respektera de 

andras rättigheter. 

Folkrätten är av särskild betydelse för de små nationerna. ...” 
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1) 

INDIA TODAY – January 16, 2026 - Did Israel conduct nuke test? 

Tremors near N-site spark buzz amid Iran crisis 

A shallow 4.2-magnitude quake in Israel's Negev desert near Dimona has 

sparked chatter about a nuclear test. Dimona is where Israel's nuclear facility is 

located. The tremors came even as the US threatened Iran with strikes amid 

protests by Iranians against the Khamenei regime. Iran considers Israel its 

mortal enemy, and would make it a target in case of any attack. 

On Thursday morning, precisely at 9 am, as communities scattered across 

southern Israel's Negev Desert were busy with their daily routines, the ground 

suddenly began to shake. Alarms blared in all directions, triggering panic and 

confusion among people. The chaos was hardly surprising. West Asia is on edge. 

Israel's tensions with Iran are running high. Days ago, the US and Iran warned 

each other of military strikes over the crackdown on anti-Khamenei Iranian 

protesters. … 

Did Israel conduct nuke test? Tremors near N-site spark buzz amid Iran crisis 

 

2) 

CBC – January 16, 2025 - Canada strikes tariff deal with China as global 

trade moves further from U.S. 

Ontario premier says agreement a mistake for autoworkers, but Prairie leaders 

more optimistic 

mailto:ullaklotzer@yahoo.com
mailto:lea.launokari@nettilinja.fi
https://www.indiatoday.in/programme/india-first/video/are-us-attacks-on-iran-imminent-experts-debate-2852107-2026-01-14
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/tremors-israel-earthquake-dimona-nuclear-plant-site-spark-chatter-social-media-nuke-test-iran-crisis-trump-threat-2852552-2026-01-15


Prime Minister Mark Carney reached what he described as a "landmark" trade 

deal with China on Friday, breaking from the U.S. to forge a new trade 

relationship between the two countries. 

The deal will allow tens of thousands of Chinese electric vehicles into the country 

in exchange for a break on tariffs for Canadian agricultural products, like canola 

seeds. 

Canadian politicians had mixed responses to the agreement. Ontario's premier 

said the EV deal would cost Canadian workers, while his counterparts in the 

Prairies said it was a positive step. … 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/livestory/canada-china-electric-vehicles-

canola-trade-deal-carney-xi-9.7048058 

 

3) 

MDR Fernsehen – 14 Januar 2026 – Merz hofft auf Frieden mit Russland  

Frieden und Freiheit müssen wieder nach Europa zurückkehren. Das sagte 

Bundeskanzler Friedrich Merz beim Neujahrsempfang der Handelskammern in 

Halle. Es müsse gelingen, mit Russland einen Ausgleich zu finden. 

 "Und wenn es uns dann noch gelingt, dafür zu sorgen, dass Frieden und Freiheit 

zurückkehren nach Europa, dass wir einen Ausgleich finden, endlich auch wieder 

mit unserem größten europäischen Nachbarn, nämlich mit Russland – und ich 

sage das nicht, weil ich hier im Osten bin, das sage ich an jeder anderen Stelle 

in Deutschland auch: Russland ist ein europäisches Land. 

Wenn es uns dann gelingt, in der längeren Perspektive mit Russland wieder 

einen Ausgleich zu finden, wenn Frieden herrscht, wenn Freiheit gewährleistet 

ist, wenn uns das alles gelingt, meine Damen und Herren, dann hat diese 

Europäische Union, dann haben wir auch in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland eine 

weitere Bewährungsprobe bestanden und dann können wir auch über das Jahr 

2026 hinaus mit großer Zuversicht nach vorn blicken." 

https://www.mdr.de/nachrichten/sachsen-anhalt/halle/halle/video-

bundeskanzler-merz-frieden-russland-100.html 

https://www.bundeskanzler.de/bk-de/aktuelles/video-rede-kanzler-ihk-halle-

2402776 

 

4) 

CNBC – January 14, 2025 - Seizing Greenland risks ‘monumental’ fallout, 

ex-Iceland president warns, as Trump sharpens rhetoric 

The fallout [of U.S. seizing Greenland] would be on a scale that we have never 

seen in living memory,” Iceland’s former President Olafur Grimsson said. 

Grimsson said that concerns about Russia or China’s growing influence in the 

Arctic are premature. 
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Grimsson warned on CNBC’s “Access Middle East” that “the fallout would be on a 

scale that we have never seen in living memory.” Grimsson, the longest-serving 

president of Iceland from 1996 to 2016, currently serves as the Chairman of the 

Arctic Circle, the world’s largest annual gathering on Arctic issues. 

Trump has framed Greenland — an autonomous region within the Kingdom of 

Denmark — as central to U.S. national security, saying China and Russia were 

building up their influence in the strategically located minerals-rich area around 

the island. … 

Grimsson pointed out that concerns about Russia or China’s growing influence in 

the Arctic were overblown. “At the present there is not a direct, clear, obvious 

threat from Russia and China in the Arctic,” he said. … 

https://www.cnbc.com/2026/01/15/us-greenland-trump-takeover-iceland-

president.html 

 

5) 

Al Jazeera – January 13, 2026 - At least 5 die in Gaza collapsed 

buildings, more deaths from extreme cold 

Civil defence warns of catastrophic repercussions from the storm for 

Palestinians, who lack adequate shelter, as Israel continues to block aid, critical 

supplies in violation of truce. 

… The people who died in Tuesday’s stormy conditions include two women, a girl 

and a man, according to al-Shifa Hospital, Gaza City’s largest, which received 

their bodies. 

There were also reports of several other deaths of children and the elderly due 

to the cold weather. 

The Gaza Health Ministry said on Tuesday that a one-year-old boy died of 

hypothermia overnight. 

Two other children had died on Monday night due to the freezing conditions and 

inadequate shelter, Al Jazeera Arabic reported. 

Meanwhile, Israel’s military said it exchanged fire on Tuesday with six people 

spotted near its troops deployed in southern Gaza, killing at least two of them in 

western Rafah. … 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/1/13/eight-dead-in-gaza-as-storm-

brings-extreme-cold-collapses-buildings 

 

6) 

The Guardian – January 12, 2026 - No staff, no equipment, no medicine: 

a doctor on returning to Gaza after 665 days in an Israeli prison 

https://www.cnbc.com/access-middle-east/
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Dr Ahmed Muhanna, one of the country’s most senior emergency care 

consultants, says the scale of destruction he saw on his release brought him to 

tears 

… While in prison, he and the other inmates were “completely cut off from the 

outside world”, he says. When he was released he was driven over the border 

and through Gaza to his hospital, the al-Awda. The scale of the destruction he 

saw “made my skin crawl … my chest tightened and my tears began to flow”. 

When Muhanna, one of Gaza’s most senior anaesthesiologists and emergency 

care consultants, was detained by Israeli forces in December 2023, the al-Awda 

hospital was under siege. 

Now, barely three months after his release, despite the ceasefire officially still in 

place, he says he and his colleagues are facing another onslaught as the 

devastated healthcare system battles to cope with a wave of disease and 

preventable deaths. … 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2026/jan/12/no-staff-no-

equipment-no-medicine-a-doctor-on-returning-to-gaza-after-665-days-in-an-

israeli-prison 

 

7) 

WELT – 12 Januar 2026 - „Das Unwahrscheinliche denken“ – CDU-

Politiker bringt deutsche Beteiligung an Atombombe ins Spiel 

Der mögliche Griff der USA nach Grönland könnte nicht nur zu einem Bruch der 

Nato führen. Damit stünde dann auch der US-Atomschutz für Deutschland zur 

Disposition. In der CDU gibt es daher nun Überlegungen, sich an der 

Finanzierung eigener Atomwaffen zu beteiligen. 

Deutschland sollte aus Sicht des CDU-Außenpolitikers Roderich Kiesewetter die 

Beteiligung an einem europäischen Atomschirm in Betracht ziehen. An einem 

solchen Schirm könnte sich Deutschland „finanziell beteiligen, ohne die Führung 

zu übernehmen“, sagte Kiesewetter der „Süddeutschen Zeitung“. „Fachleute 

gehen von einer Entwicklungszeit von etwa fünf Jahren aus. Ich gehe eher von 

zehn Jahren aus“, fügte Kiesewetter hinzu. 

In Fachkreisen wird darauf verwiesen, dass es wegen der Spannungen mit 

Russland etwa auch in Finnland, Schweden und Polen Überlegungen für einen 

eigenen Nuklearschutz gibt – die dann entsprechend mit Deutschland 

kooperieren könnten. … 

https://www.welt.de/politik/ausland/article69648ef0fa56382de1f672d4/groenlan

d-das-unwahrscheinliche-denken-cdu-politiker-bringt-deutsche-beteiligung-an-

atombombe-ins-spiel.html 
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8) 

Süddeutsche Zeitung – 11 Januar 2026 – Braucht Deutschland die 

Bombe? 

Der mögliche Griff Donald Trumps nach Grönland führt auch in CDU und SPD zu 

heiklen Debatten. Was, wenn es zum Nato-Bruch kommt und die USA dann auch 

den Atomschutz für Deutschland kündigen? 

Brigadegeneral Frank Pieper hat seinen Beitrag sicherheitshalber als „ABSOLUT 

und AUSSCHLIEẞLICH persönliche Meinung“ eingestuft. Denn was der Direktor 

Strategie & Fakultäten an der Führungsakademie der Bundeswehr im Netzwerk 

Linkedin vor ein paar Tagen gepostet hat, wagt bisher kaum jemand in der 

Bundeswehr derart deutlich auszusprechen. Es wird aber nach der 

amerikanischen Entführung des venezolanischen Präsidenten Nicolás Maduro und 

vor allem auch wegen Donald Trumps Grönland-Ankündigungen intern 

zunehmend diskutiert. … 

Das Jahr starte „brutal“, betont Pieper. Das Verhalten der USA zeige deutlich, 

Deutschland und Europa könnten nicht mehr verlässlich auf die USA und ihren 

Atomschirm bauen. Seine Folgerung: „Deutschland braucht eigene Atomwaffen.“ 

Und zwar in erster Linie mobile taktische Atomwaffen. „Waffen, die sich der 

finalen Bedrohung durch Russland entgegenstellen (können)“, so Pieper. Sein 

Rat: „Raus aus den Federn und ran ans Arbeiten. Am Ende gilt, was immer galt: 

Wenn es ernst wird, dann steht man alleine da.“ … 

https://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/atombombe-usa-verteidigung-

deutschland-bundeswehr-groenland-li.3365668 

 

9) 

Asia Times – January 10, 2026 - Russia’s use of Oreshniks was a 

response to 3 recent provocations 

1) Ukraine’s attempt on Putin’s life, 2) France-UK troops plans if Ukraine 

ceasefire is agreed to, 3) US seizure of Russian-flagged tanker 

After several missiles were fired at targets in western Ukraine’s Lvov region, the 

Russian Defense Ministry confirmed on Friday morning that its formidable new 

Oreshniks had been used – for only the second time. 

Reports indicate that the Stryi gas field and gas storage facility were among 

Ukrainian targets that were hit. … 

https://asiatimes.com/2026/01/russias-use-of-oreshniks-was-a-response-to-3-

recent-provocations/ 
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Bir Gün – January 10, 2026 - Women gathered in Ankara for the ‘Great 

Women's Rally’ 

Women from all over Turkey gathered in Ankara for the Great Women's Rally. 

Starting early in the morning, processions gathered in front of the Atatürk 

Cultural Centre and began marching towards Tandoğan Square. 

As attacks on women's lives, freedoms and acquired rights deepen every day, 

women took to the streets in Ankara against hostile policies. 

Responding to the call of the Women's Rally Components, formed by 34 

democratic mass organisations and professional chambers, women began 

gathering early this morning in front of the Atatürk Cultural Centre, raising their 

voices against the comprehensive attacks ranging from the termination of the 

Istanbul Convention to alimony and Civil Code debates, and from the non-

implementation of Law 6284 to the increase in femicides. … 

https://www.birgun.net/haber/women-gathered-in-ankara-for-the-great-

women-s-rally-683058 

TUR: Womens March Held In Ankara – 14 videos 

https://www.gettyimages.fi/editorial-video/news/event/womens-march-held-in-

ankara/776441237 

 

11) 

Asia Times –January 9, 2026 - The Paris Accord means Ukraine War will 

continue 

Like Versailles, it is a disaster for all the players 

By Stephen Bryen. a former US undersescretary of defense. This article, 

originally published on his newsletter Weapons and Strategy, is republished with 

permission. 

 

The Paris Accord, signed on Tuesday by members of a “coalition of the willing” 

and aimed at providing security and economic guarantees for Ukraine, is a 

strange agreement. 

If it is taken seriously, it will convince the Russians to change their strategy in 

Ukraine, meaning the Russians may well decide to try and take over all of 

Ukraine. 

The accord gives nothing at all to Russia, which was probably its intent. It has 

the same bad smell as the 1919 Versailles Treaty, which the US Senate rejected. 

Officially Russia’s strategy is to secure the goals it has set for the “special 

military operation.” While NATO does not accept the terminology, the Russians 

have operated in a framework defined below: … 
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https://asiatimes.com/2026/01/the-paris-accord-means-ukraine-war-will-

continue/ 

 
12) 
YouTube/Gegenpol - January 9, 2026 – Scott Ritter: US-Geopolitik 

versinkt in Wahnsinn und Personenkult! - US geopolitics is sinking into 
madness and a personality cult! 

 

Scott Ritter, an American former United States Marine Corps intelligence officer, 

former United Nations Special Commission weapons inspector, author, and 

commentator. Ritter was a junior military analyst during Operation Desert 

Storm. 

"I'm just ashamed to be an American today. I mean, I love my country... But I 

find the way we're behaving truly embarrassing."   

In an interview with GEGENPOL, US analyst Scott Ritter delivers a scathing 

critique of US geopolitics. The former UN weapons inspector believes President 

Trump is leading the US into the abyss: 

"What we're seeing with Trump is that he's exploiting humanity's failings. It's the 

last resort he has left, because it's not the tool you want to use when you're 

exploiting the baselessness of human nature, because eventually, it will backfire, 

and all you'll have is chaos, anarchy, death, and destruction. But that's precisely 

what Donald Trump is aiming for." These are the final moments of the Roman 

Empire." 

"All I see now is a political opportunist, a narcissist, a man who has turned 

himself into a personality cult, a dictator. And indeed, today we have a dictator 

in Donald Trump. Congress will do nothing to stop this man. And we, the 

American people, are little more than the citizens of Rome. Just entertain us 

with enough blood and violence on television, but not too close. We just want to 

watch other people die, eat our fill, and be satisfied with the idea of potential 

wealth, and we'll let you do anything for that." 

The US military expert urgently warns Europe to get out in time—or sink into the 

vortex of the USA: "I hope Europe understands this now; it's time for you to 

wake up. [...] I don't think Europe understands America, and I don't think 

America understands Europe." And today Europe will be shocked when we take 

over Greenland, because we will take it over. 

"Whatever the future of Europe may look like, let me make one thing clear: 

Please stop trying to be like the United States. Do you really want to be like us? 

Look at this. This is your future. Start being what you are now. You have to 

decide what that is, but you have to be what you are. That means you have to 

learn to live in peace with Russia. Russia is your neighbor. How stupid is it to go 

https://asiatimes.com/2026/01/the-paris-accord-means-ukraine-war-will-continue/
https://asiatimes.com/2026/01/the-paris-accord-means-ukraine-war-will-continue/


to war with your neighbor? Or have you gone to war with your neighbor because 

you think the US is supporting you? We are not here for you. You have to live 

with Russia. You have to live in peace with Russia." 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0R3XC0MYauM 

 

13) 

YouTube/Glenn Diesen -  January 9, 2026 - Max Blumenthal: Venezuela 

- Deal-Making, Plunder & the Rule of Law 

Glenn Diesen, a Norwegian political scientist, political commentator and politician 

currently serving as a professor at the Department of Business, History and 

Social Sciences, University of South-Eastern Norway. 

Max Blumenthal was a writer for The Nation, AlterNet, The Daily Beast, Al 

Akhbar, Mondoweiss, and Media Matters for America, and has contributed to Al 

Jazeera English, The New York Times and the Los Angeles Times. Editor of the 

Greyzone 

Max Blumenthal discusses the US attack on Venezuela and the subsequent deal-

making, plunder and abandonment of the rule of law. Blumenthal is the editor-

in-chief of The Grayzone, Max Blumenthal is an award-winning journalist and the 

author of several books, including best-selling Republican Gomorrah, Goliath, 

The Fifty One Day War, and The Management of Savagery. He has produced 

print articles for an array of publications, many video reports, and several 

documentaries, including Killing Gaza. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vKwvQnR1cTw 

 

14) 

Drop Site News – January 9, 2026 - Israel Kills Five Children in Surge of 

Attacks on Gaza “Safe Zone” 

Since the October “ceasefire,” an average of five Palestinians have been killed 

every day. 

GAZA CITY—Eleven-year-old Hamsa Housou lay dead on a cold metal table at 

the morgue in Al-Shifa hospital. Blood covered her face and the upper part of 

her striped pajamas as one of her relatives gently wiped her mouth and cheek 

with a damp cloth, crying as he did so. She had been asleep in her bed early 

Thursday morning when she was fatally struck by Israeli gunfire. Her family’s 

home in Jabaliya, west of the so-called yellow line, is in an area designated as 

safe. … 

“Every night there is bombing, shooting, fire belts, robots. Every night. Shrapnel 

hits our home. What ceasefire? This ceasefire is just theater in front of the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0R3XC0MYauM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vKwvQnR1cTw


world. What caused them to kill her?” Housou said, pointing at his dead niece, 

unable to hold back the tears. … 

https://www.dropsitenews.com/p/israel-gaza-attacks-surge-ceasefire-children-

killed 

 

15) 

Ian Welsh – January 8, 2026 - The horizon is not so far as we can see, 

but as far as we can imagine 

Ian Welsh: Since 2003, he’s made his living as a writer, editor, and consultant. 

Ian predicted ote the year and month of the financial crisis, lots of warnings 

about the housing bubble and a prediction that the next President after Obama 

would be a right-wing populist. 

Dollar’s Role in Global Reserves is Whitering Away. 

There was a slow decline from 2014 to 2022, which could have just been part of 

normal perambulations. But from 2022 to 2025 the US dollar has dropped from 

50% of reserves to 40%. That’s FAST. Right now there is no alternative reserve 

currency, everyone’s piling into gold. However trade is increasingly being done in 

local currencies. 

This is exactly as predicted. It will continue to accelerate. Venezuela is in part an 

attempt to shore up the US dollar. It might make a slight bump, but it’s 

irrelevant to the trend or larger picture. … 

The US is done. Done. Done. It will, as I keep saying, die ugly. But it is a 

walking corpse. This is really basic stuff. China can build infrastructure for less 

than 5% of the cost of America, and in less than a quarter the time. (Often 10% 

of the time.) This is a general Western problem, by the way, all of us are 

expensive and slow. Until we fix this very basic issue, nothing else matters. In 

fixing something this basic we will have to fix almost everything else. … 

https://www.ianwelsh.net/eyes-on-the-big-picture-dollar-decline/ 

 

16) 

YouTube/The Financial Express - January 7, 2026 - Thousands of 

Women March in Caracas Calling for Maduro & Cilia Flores’ Release 

Thousands of women took to the streets of Caracas, Venezuela on Tuesday to 

show their support for the national government and to demand the prompt 

release of President Nicolás Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores, who were captured 

by United States forces last Saturday during a controversial military operation. 

Footage from the march shows female demonstrators carrying banners and 

chanting slogans defending Venezuelan sovereignty and opposing foreign 

intervention. Many protesters praised Maduro and Flores as leaders of the 

https://www.dropsitenews.com/p/israel-gaza-attacks-surge-ceasefire-children-killed
https://www.dropsitenews.com/p/israel-gaza-attacks-surge-ceasefire-children-killed
https://www.ianwelsh.net/eyes-on-the-big-picture-dollar-decline/


Bolivarian Revolution and vowed to remain on the streets until they are returned 

safely. The march reflects broader tensions following the US military action in 

Operation Absolute Resolve, which resulted in the capture and transfer of 

Maduro and Flores to the United States to face criminal charges. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wgsh7RSnRhA 

 

17) 

People’s Dispatch – January 6, 2026 - Africa voices outrage against US 

invasion of Venezuela and kidnapping of President Maduro 

Following the shocking invasion of Venezuela and the abduction of President 

Nicolás Maduro, African states, social movements, trade unions, and political 

parties have responded with strong condemnation of the action, while expressing 

solidarity and support for the people of Venezuela. 

The United States’ military invasion of Venezuela and the kidnapping of 

President Nicolás Maduro and First Lady Cilia Flores on January 3, 2026, has led 

to a wave of sharp condemnation across Africa. Governments, political parties, 

trade unions, revolutionary movements, and solidarity networks have denounced 

the action as a flagrant violation of international law, a return to imperial “might 

makes right”, and a dangerous escalation threatening global peace. 

From official diplomatic channels in South Africa to socialist parties in Zambia 

and Tunisia, and from militant trade unions to anti-imperialist platforms across 

the continent, African voices have responded with unusual clarity and unity. … 

https://peoplesdispatch.org/2026/01/06/africa-voices-outrage-against-us-

invasion-of-venezuela-and-kidnapping-of-president-maduro/ 
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